Shiur L’Yom Sh’lishi

[Tuesday’s Study]
READINGS:
Torah Nitzavim:    

Deuteronomy 29:18-29



Haftarah:



Isaiah 62:1-5



B’rit Chadasha:   
 

Colossians 3:16-17
The secret things belong to the Holy One our God.

[Deuteronomy 29:29]
____________________________________________

Today’s Nitzavim Meditation is Ezekiel 33:6;



This Week’s Amidah Prayer Focus is the 5th Petition, Rofei [The Prayer for Healing]

Pen-yesh bachem ish o isha o mishpachah o shevet = so that there may not be among you man or woman or family or tribe … asher l’vavo fonei hayom me’im Adonai Eloheinu - whose heart turns away today from the Holy One our God … laleket l’avod Elohei ha-goyim hahem - to go and serve the gods of these nations …. Deuteronomy 29:18a. 
A covenant renewal ceremony is underway – and you, Dear Reader, have been invited to join in the celebration. No, not in the back of the audience gallery; front and center, under the chuppah, hand-in-Hand with the Bridegroom-King! Moshe has had this very special ceremony in mind since Deuteronomy 1:1. His eyes are aflame with passion. This is, he now realizes, the day for which he was born.  Not the day of the Exodus; not the day of the miraculous crossing of the Sea of Reeds; not even for the day of Matan Torah on Sinai. He was born for this. And so were we.

This is Moshe’s ultimate ‘Friend of the Bridegroom’ moment. Yesterday he voiced the most audacious of all invitations: 
[Come] ... all men of Israel, 

[come] with your little ones and with your wives—

[come] also with the foreigners who are in your camp, 

even the ones who cut your wood 

and the ones who draw your water —

[come] and enter into covenant with the Holy One your God, 
and enter into His oath that the Holy One your God makes with you today,

in order that He may establish you today as a people for Himself, 

and that He may be God to you, 

just as He has spoken to you, 
and just as He has sworn to your fathers, 

to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Ya’akov.
[Deuteronomy 29:10-13]

It is now becoming clear. We have been romanced by the Creator of the Universe. We have been woo-ed by the God of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya’akov. We have been courted by the Great Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh of Moshe’s Thorn Bush experience.  And Moshe has been ‘in on it’ the whole time. Unbeknownst to us, while we thought he was simply telling us stories about our ancestors, and downloading pearls of wisdom, what Moshe has really been doing all along has been getting us ready for this chuppah. Much as the Holy One designed and built a chuppah for our fathers at Sinai, Moshe has designed and arranged a canopy for you and for me. The Holy One did it with more flair – involving a mountaintop all aflame, the sound of a great shofar, and lighting bolts; Moshe, on the other hand, has done it modestly - between the lines of the scroll of the Book.  
Moshe never tires of playing the role of the Friend of the Bridegroom, you see. And, fortunately, the Holy One never tires of playing the role of the Bridegroom. Stepping afresh into the Bridegroom Paradigm now, He is presenting Himself on earth in all His glory. He is standing ... smiling ... waiting. For whom is He standing? At whom is He smiling? For whom is He waiting?  It is you, Beloved. It is me. It is whosoever will.  
So ... will you drink His Cup? Will you eat His Bread? Will you share His Mission, His Journeys, and His Purposes?  Will you play Rivkah to His Yitzchak - or do you prefer playing hard-to-get, and settling for one day playing Gomer to His Hoshea?
Before you decide how you will respond, there is one more important matter of which you will probably want to be aware.

What Will Happen to Those of the Holy One’s People Who Leave

the Sh’ma Pathway and Adopt Instead a Pagan Approach to Life?

Moshe has spent several parshot showing us a series of striking either-or vignettes that describe what will happen to us depending upon whether we choose the Bridegroom’s pathway, on the one hand, or the Path of the Runaway Bride, on the other hand. He has not simply warned us against becoming pagans. He has also cautioned us that the commitment he is calling upon us to make is a TOTAL COMMITMENT.  He has spent whole chapters teaching us to avoid spiritual shatnetz – i.e. the mixing our Torah walk with pagan ideas, philosophies, and practices.  There is no escaping it - oil and water just do not mix.  Friendship with the world is enmity with God. James 4:4. As the Master taught:  No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. Luke 9:61.  

And so in this precipitous moment, as the aging prophet prepares to call upon us for our decision as to which pathway we will follow, Moshe wants us to know the realities we are going to face – and to count the cost.  Luke 14:28.  Having all that in mind, please read carefully what Moshe says will be the Holy One’s reaction to anyone who, though having committed to live a sh’ma lifestyle, ultimately changes his or her mind and adopts instead a pagan approach to life:
The Holy One will not pardon him;

 Instead, the passion of the Holy One and his jealousy

 will smoke against that man.
All the curses [arar’im - limitations and restrictions on fruitfulness and enjoyment of life] 
that are written in this book shall lie on him, 

and the Holy One will blot out his name from under the sky.
Out of all the tribes of Yisra'el the Holy One will set him apart to evil 

according to all the curses [arar’im] of the covenant

 that are written in this book of Torah.

[Deuteronomy 29:20-21]

Are you trembling yet, Beloved?  Moshe is not finished. Read on:

 The generation to come, your children who will rise up after you, 

and the foreigner who will come from a far land, 

will say, when they see the plagues of that land, 

and the sicknesses with which the Holy One has made it sick;
 [and that] the whole land of it is sulfur, and salt, [and] a burning, 

[that] it is not sown, nor bears, nor any grass grows therein,

 like the overthrow of S’dom and G’morah, Admah and Tzevoyim, 

which the Holy One overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:
 even all the nations shall say, 

‘Why has the Holy One done thus to this land? 

what means the heat of this great anger?’

 Then men will say, ‘Because they forsook the covenant of the Holy One, 
the God of their fathers, that He made with them
when he brought them forth out of the land of Mitzrayim,
 and went and served other gods, and worshiped them, 

gods that they didn't know, and that he had not given to them:
 that is why the zeal of the Holy One was kindled against this land,

 to bring on it all the curse that is written in this book;
 and the Holy One rooted them out of their land
in passion, and in wrath, and in great indignation, 

and cast them into another land, as at this day.’
[Deuteronomy 29:20-28]
What a warning! And alas, for our ancestors, this solemn warning proved all too prophetic of what would happen. First the two and a half tribes who settled East of the Jordan, then the ‘ten northern tribes’, and finally, the Southern Tribes of Y’hudah and Benyamin apostatized [though a few from each remained faithful] and adopted the pagan approach to life, exited the Garden Path of blessedness that comes from walking intimately with the Holy One, saw their land afflicted, suffered defeat at the hands of their enemies, and were carried away into captivity. Ah, but the Holy One still has a plan to bring forth good out of this. He always follows corrective discipline with an offer of redemption.   

The Majority Eventually Apostatize -
But There is Always A Faithful Remnant Who Sh’ma’s

Even before He breathed life into Adam the Holy One was fully aware that many, many human beings will choose to reject Him, His Ways, and His Promises, in favor of whatever seduction of the season the serpent happened to be offering.   He knew that, even among the descendants of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya’akov, the Pathway of the Runaway Bride would be well traveled. In fact, He knew, before He delivered Israel out of bondage that, in every generation, those who make the ‘Runaway Bride’ choice were going to be far greater in number than those who choose His Garden Path of Beauty, Fruitfulness, and World-changing impact.  But He was not deterred in the slightest. He was not afraid of – nor wounded by - mass rejection. He knew that in every generation, standing out from all the naysayers, there would be one or two - or a thousand - who would catch the Grand Vision of His Kingdom, become awestruck by the Majesty and Goodness of His Redemptive Plan, overcome the negative influence of their peers, and embrace Him and His beautiful paths of wholeness, fruitfulness, righteousness and peace. He knows there will be some who recognize that neither the serpent nor the majority of their neighbors can give them anything they want – much less need.  
We will never be able to control what the majority of people in our assigned spheres of influence – much less outside those spheres - think, say, or do.  We are not here to control them. We are not here to condemn them. We are not here to judge them. We are to model righteousness, gentleness, goodness, patience, and wisdom to them. We are here to forgive them. We are hear to love them. But we are not their mother, nor their Holy Spirit, nor their Savior. The majority of our peers, in every generation, will always choose the way of the flesh and of the world – and there is nothing we can do to stop them if they do.
In every generation this side of the Messianic Kingdom the majority, Gentile or Jew, will always be seduced by the serpent to run to do ‘evil’ [i.e. Hebrew ra, meaning self-will]. This is just a fact of spiritual life we need to recognize. Large gatherings, fellowships, or movements are never likely to produce anything that endures or blesses the world in our King’s Way. Why? Because the fleshly selfishness, sensuality, sentimentality, and pseudo-intellectual folly of men will always eventually rise up, take over, and cause the gathering to dissolve, the fellowship to disintegrate, and the movement to crash and burn. People will always eventually become mere numbers. Visitors will always start to look like dollar signs. The gatherings that held so much promise at the first will always quickly degenerate into talent shows, vanity fairs, and power grabs. Substance will always quickly dissolve into form.  That is why the Holy One focuses His attention not on great gatherings, but on individuals in turmoil, on nuclear families/households in crisis, and on small, humble communities in transition. That is why He leaves the ninety-and-nine, to go and seek, and recover, the one. He knows that though the majority – and the large crowds - will always fall for one or another folly, feud, or serpentine seduction, He will always have a witness or two waiting in the wilderness, desperately seeking a Lech Lecha call, a stairway to Heaven dream, a burning bush encounter, or a Voice out of the Whirlwind.  Even in the midst of a corrupt majority, the Holy One has arranged it so that He will always have a faithful remnant.  The remnant I am talking about is not a ‘spiritual elite’ whose members think they are better than everyone else.  The remnant I am talking about is simply a bunch of ordinary people who heed a special call from above to not only weep for their own sins but also to weep for the sins of the majority who run to do evil.  The remnant I am referring to is just a people who hold fast to Torah [as taught by Messiah] believing Torah’s light, lived out humbly by even a few, will shine into the majority’s darkness – and call those who long for a deeper walk with the Holy One out, into the Light. The remnant suffers from neither illusions of grandeur nor feelings of self-importance. The remnant knows that it is not the Light – and merely has the great privilege and honor of bearing witness to the Light.  The remnant knows full well that One is coming of whom it is not worthy to unloose the thongs of His sandals
.
Sh’ma! The shofar is sounding
. It is almost time for mikveh in the Jordan.  And mikveh in the Jordan always means a new beginning.   

The Secret Things ... And the Things Revealed

Even as Moshe passionately laid out his warning to the young men and women standing before him on the plains of Moab the Holy One knew full well what was going to happen with them. He knew that their hearts – and the hearts of their children after them – would eventually turn away from Him and His Covenant.  What He know was going to happen, though the natural consequence of real choices made in real time by real men, would all work together to form part of a great mystery. Their apostasy would become an integral component part of the Secret Strategy of the Holy One for the redemption not just of Israel, but of all mankind who wills to be redeemed.  

The Holy One knew full well that those who made declarations of submission to the Holy One’s Will on the ‘this day’ [Hebrew ha-yom hazeh] of parshot Ki Tavo and Nitzavim would be seduced by other ways, other gods, other values, other interests, once they settled in their lands and were weaned off of Manna and could no longer ‘draft’ off of Moshe’s passion. And while the Holy One grieved for the individuals involved, and wept over the consequences each would bear, He was not deterred or distressed in the least concerning His Plan. 

Whatever His people chose to do once they were in the land, you see, the ultimate reality would be that His Will would be done. If [I should say ‘when’] they apostatized (keep in mind that there was always and will always be a faithful remnant that endures to serve a witness on the Holy One’s behalf) - and He knew they would – He would scatter them among the nations of the world, like a farmer scatters seed.  He would, in the latter days – the days of Harvest – call them back to Him.  And He knew that when they returned from all the nations to which He had scattered them they would bring the foreigners, the woodcutters, and the water carriers, and their sons and daughters, with them.  This is the mystery of the Holy One.  It is the wonderful truth of the Holy One’s End-time plan.

Hence Moshe closes today’s aliyah with a hymn of praise to the Holy One, who works all things – even our unfaithfulness – together for good to those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose:
Ha-nistarot l'Adonai Eloheinu 

The secret things belong to the Holy One our God;

V’ha-niglot lanu 

but the things that are revealed belong to us

ulevaneinu ad-olam 

and to our children forever,

la'asot et-kol-divrei ha-torah hazot

 that we may do all the words of this Torah.
[Deuteronomy 29:29]
It is not our task or purpose in life to bring about the ‘secret things’ of the Holy One – that is the task of the Bridegroom. Our task is to deal with ‘the things that are revealed’, and to ‘do [Hebrew, asah]
 all the words of this Torah’.
The Creator of the Universe Requests the Honor of Your Company

[Choose Carefully How You Will Respond!]

What an honor it is to be invited into this Covenant!  What a privilege it is to serve as the friend, confidante, courtier, knight, and royal ambassador of the Creator of Heaven and Earth!  But what if – Heaven forbid – in the days that are coming one or more of us choose, at the critical crossroads of life, to ‘follow the dictates of our heart’ instead of sh’ma-ing the Voice of the Bridegroom, walking in His ways, and sh’mar-ing and asah-ing His instructions and decrees?   What if one of us lets his love and appreciation for the Holy One grow cold, and goes after other ‘gods’ – i.e. priorities, things, people, principles or causes held in high esteem by the cultures and ethnic groups who live around us - to serve them? What if one of us embraces a root of bitterness or wormwood that threatens to take root in the Redeemed Community, dampen its light, and counteract its salt? What will happen to a person who, though called to Covenant, and making vows of dedication, later chooses to walk away and become an enemy of the very One who chose him, delivered him from bondage, and called him to the glorious destiny of the Kingdom?  Moshe tells us plainly:
The Holy One will not pardon him;

 Instead, the anger of the Holy One and his jealousy will smoke against that man.
All the curse that is written in this book shall lie on him, 

and the Holy One will blot out his name from under the sky.

The Holy One will set him apart to evil out of all the tribes of Yisra'el, 

according to all the curses [arar’im] of the covenant written in this book of Torah.
[Deuteronomy 29:20-21]

Gulp! What a warning! The Hebrew word our English Bibles translates as ‘anger’ in this passage is af – alef, feh sofit. This does not describe ‘anger’ the way human beings – particularly Western thinkers – perceive of it.  It is not an emotion. Af comes from a verb root that means to expel breath forcefully through the nose – i.e. to snort like a bull.  Imagine you step into a pasture or field and hear a bull snorting. The snort is just a warning. It will not hurt you. But if you do not move – and quickly – you will get another, much more intense warning. The bull will turn in your direction, lower its massive head, brace its broad shoulders, and paw menacingly at the earth. That also will not hurt you. But it is your final warning.  If you do not make the proper move immediately, the result is not going to be pretty. Keep in mind, however, that the bull’s goal is not to hurt you. The bull’s objective is simply to protect the cows under his charge, and the field over which he has been given authority. If you get hurt, that is on YOU, not him. And so it is with the Holy One – and with us. 

The Hebrew word our English Bibles translate as ‘jealousy’ is qinah – qof, nun, hey. It is also not an emotion – much less anything similar to what human beings – especially Western thinkers – understand as ‘jealousy’.  It comes from a verb meaning to redden – i.e. become or cause to become ruddy. It simply means to become zealous – i.e. passionate, enthusiastic, and urgent in approach.  It is not a negative energy but a positive one.  It means to prepare and ready oneself to engage and mobilize as a father or husband engages or mobilizes to defend his wife or children. Again, the objective is not to punish the wrongdoer – it is to protect the innocent.

Alas, for our ancestors, the solemn warning of today’s aliyah proved all too prophetic of what would happen. First the two and a half tribes who settled East of the Jordan, then the ‘ten northern tribes’, and finally, the Southern Tribes of Y’hudah and Benyamin grew distant from the Holy One. They abandoned His ways. They went after and served foreign gods. Instead of clinging to the instructions of their Bridegroom-King they followed the dictates of their own flesh. Instead of seeking the wisdom of the Creator of the Universe they chose to rely upon their intellects, on deductive reasoning, and on popular opinion.  Only a tiny remnant from each group remained faithful to the Holy One, His Covenant, and His Grand Strategy for the redemption of mankind and the restoration of Creation to its intended Edenic state. Generation after generation, the majority of Hebrew men, women and children alive allowed their hearts to be seduced by the flesh-obsessed priorities and ways of life that defined their pagan neighbors’ lives.  One by one the sons and daughters of the Covenant They eschewed the pleasure and thrill of walking intimately with the Holy One and opted to became self-serving prodigals. They took the first off-ramp they could find from the Garden Path of blessedness. They then watched their land dry up, their armies suffer defeat at the hands of their enemies, and their sons and daughters carried away into captivity.  It all happened just as Moshe prophesied.

Are you trembling yet?  Moshe is not finished:
 The generation to come, your children who will rise up after you, 

and the foreigner who will come from a far land, 

will say, when they see the plagues of that land, 

and the sicknesses with which the Holy One has made it sick;
 [and that] the whole land of it is sulfur, and salt, [and] a burning, 

[that] it is not sown, nor bears, nor any grass grows therein,

 like the overthrow of S’dom and G’morah, Admah and Tzevoyim, 

which the Holy One overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:
 even all the nations will say, ‘Why has the Holy One done thus to this land? 

what does the heat of this great anger mean?’
 Then men will say, 

‘Because they forsook the covenant of the Holy One, the God of their fathers, 

that he made with them when he brought them forth out of the land of Mitzrayim,
 and went and served other gods, and worshiped them, 

gods that they did not even know, and that he had not given to them:
 therefore the anger of the Holy One was kindled against this land,

 to bring on it all the curses written in this book;
 and the Holy One rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, 

and cast them into another land, as at this day.’
[Deuteronomy 29:20-28]
Ah, but the Holy One still has a plan. Redemption and restoration are always at the heart of all of His strategies. He truly does work all things together for good for those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose.
Questions for Today’s Study

1. Beginning in Deuteronomy 29:19 Moshe begins to prophesy.  In verses 22-28 he goes so far as to tell those gathered for the “renewal of betrothal vows” that one day in the future the Holy One will uproot them from the land they are poised to enter and possess and scatter them among the nations of the earth.  And he tells He prophesies further that in some far future day a remnant of Israel will return to the land of promise, together with “foreigners who come from distant lands”, and will find Israel - the land flowing with milk and honey - a wasteland, where nothing grows, a burning wasteland of salt and sulphur.

The generation to come, your children who will arise after you,

 and the foreigner who will come from a far land, 

will say, when they see the plagues of that land, 

and the sicknesses with which the Holy One has made it sick;
 [and that] the whole land of it is sulfur, and salt, [and] a burning,

 [that] it is not sown, nor bears, nor any grass grows therein,

 like the overthrow of S’dom and G’morah, Admah and Tzevoyim,

that the Holy One overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:
 even all the nations will say, ‘Why has the Holy One done thus to this land?

 What does the heat of this great anger mean?’
 Then men will say,
‘Because they forsook the covenant of the Holy One, the God of their fathers,

 which he made with them when he brought them forth 

out of the land of Mitzrayim, and went and served other gods, and worshiped them, 

gods that they didn't know, and that he had not given to them:
 therefore the anger of the Holy One was kindled against this land,

 to bring on it all the curse that is written in this book;
 and the Holy One rooted them out of their land 

in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, 

and cast them into another land, as at this day’.

[Deuteronomy 29:22-28]


[A] What two things did Moshe remind the people they had seen in Egypt and as they passed through the nations of the world in route to this “betrothal ceremony”?  Look up the two Hebrew words Moshe used to describe these things [Strong's Hebrew word #s 9210 and 1544]. Write the Hebrew words and their definitions.


[B] What did Moshe say would be to Israel like a root of bitterness and like wormwood?


[C] What did Moshe prophesy the later generations of Israel, as well as “foreigners who come to Israel from different lands” would see?


[D] What did Moshe prophesy the nations of the world would ask when they saw this?


[E] What did Moshe say is the answer to the question to be asked by the nations?

2.  After Israel is restored to the Land what does the Holy One say He will do to them to help us love Him as He intended?  See also Jeremiah 31:31-34, Ezekiel 36:23-28, and Acts 15:7-9.  Write in your own words what you think the Holy One means. 

3. In today’s aliyah from the 7th and final haftarah of consolation Yeshayahu prophesies that the people of Israel - natural and engrafted - as well as the land of Israel are to get new names when God’s restoration occurs. 

Lo-ye'amer lach od azuvah 

You shall no more be termed Forsaken; 

ul'art’zech lo-ye'amer od shemamah

neither shall your land any more be termed Desolate:

ki lach yikare Cheftzi-Vah ul'ar’tzech Be'ulah

but you shall be called Heftzi-Bah
, and your land Beulah
;

ki-chafetz Adonai bach 

for the Holy One delights in you,

v'ar’tzech tiba'el
and your land shall be married.

Ki-yiv'al bachur betulah yiv'aluch banayich 

For as a young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you;
umesos chatan al-kalah yasis alayich Elohayich

and as bridegroom
 rejoices over bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.
 [Isaiah 62:4-5]


[A] What is to be the new name of the people, and what does it mean [use Strong’s and Gesenius]?

[B] What is to be the new name of the land, and what does it mean [use Strong’s and Gesenius]?


[C] What names will these new names replace?

4.  In the aliyah we read from the Apostolic Scriptures today Shaul of Tarsus admonishes us how we are to live our lives in real time:

...  Let the word of Messiah dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Holy One.

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Yeshua,

giving thanks to the Holy One/Father by him.

[Colossians 3:16-17]


[A] In Strong’s, Gesenius, and Vine’s or Richards, look up the word “wisdom”, and write the various Hebrew words and the Greek words that are so translated.  Focusing on the Hebrew words, describe the substance of what kind of ‘wisdom’ Shaul is calling for from us. 


[B] What does Shaul tell us our conversations amongst each other should consist of? 


[C] What does Shaul tell us we should do in private conversations with the Holy One?

       [D] Define and distinguish between the terms ‘psalms’, ‘hymns’, and ‘spiritual songs’. What is the unique contribution of each to the worship of the Holy One in spirit and in truth.

May our hearts be circumcised from above,

That we may indeed love Him, and forever cling to His ways. Let the music play.

The Rabbi’s son
Meditation for Today’s Study
Ezekiel 33:6

But if the tzafah
 [watchman] sees the sword come, 

and doesn't blow the shofar and the people aren't warned, 

and the sword comes, and takes any person from among them; 

he is taken away in his iniquity,

 but his blood will I require at the watchman's hand.
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�  This reference is to the words of Yochanan the Immerser [John the Baptist], when he was challenged by the religious leaders of his time for calling people to mikveh in the Jordan River, instead of at Herod’s Temple.  Yochanan called people to go back to Torah basics -to the ‘beginnings’ of the nation - at the Jordan River.  He was calling all Israel back to the place Moshe had them standing in today’s aliyah.  


�  In preparation for Rosh HaShanah [Biblically known as Yom T’ruah], which will occur next week, it is traditional among the faithful to blow the shofar, read Psalm 27 aloud, and recite prayers of repentance [Selichot] each evening until the moed [appointed time].


� The word our English Bibles translate as ‘do’ is asah [ayin, shin, hey], Strong’s Hebrew word #6213.  This verb paints a Hebraic picture of a potter fashioning something recognizable and useful from a lump of clay. It involves application of creative energy to build – to take something from a raw state to an improved and vastly more functional or artistic state.  It means to bring out the potential in raw materials – to make them conform to the image in the mind of the creator like the clay conforms to the image in the mind of the potter.


� In Hebrew, chet, peh/fey, tzade, yod, beit, hey, Strong’s Hebrew word #2657, pronounced khef-tzee'baw.  Strong’s says this means “My delight is in her”. King Hezekiah of Y’hudah’s queen was known by this name.  II Kings 21:1.


� In Hebrew, beit, ayin, vav, lamed, hey, Strong’s Hebrew word #1166, pronounced baw-al'-aw.  This is a feminine noun, and refers to a female spouse – a wife.  Another way to say this would be queen, or ‘mistress of the house’.


� The Hebrew word our English Bibles translate as Bridegroom is chatan, chet, tav, nun sofit, Strong’s Hebrew word #2860, pronounced khaw-tawn'.  


�  The word our English Bibles translate as ‘watchman’ in this passage is tzafeh, tzade, feh, hey, Strong’s Hebrew word #6822, pronounced tzah-fey’. This noun refers to someone who is standing guard, keeping a lookout for an enemy attack or encroachment. See Genesis 31:49 for the first usage in Torah of the verb root of this noun. 
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