Shiur L’Yom Shishi

[Friday’s Study]
READINGS: 
    Torah Nitzavim: 

Deuteronomy 30:16-20



    Haftarah:



Isaiah 63:7-9



    B’rit Chadasha:    

Colossians 3:22-25
Bacharta B’Chayim – i.e. Choose life at the superlative level and ultimate degree.
 [Deuteronomy 30:19a]
______________________________________________
Today’s Nitzavim Meditation is Ezekiel 33:7-9;

This Week’s Amidah Prayer Focus is the 5th Petition, Rofei [The Prayer for Healing]
Moshe’s glorious ‘Two Pathways’ Discourse has come to an end. The chuppah of covenant renewal that he has prepared for us to visit each year in the scroll of the book is all set up, beautifully decorated, and ready for the big day. 
Mazel Tov – It’s Your, Mine, and Our Big Day!
A great cloud of witnesses has gathered. The books of Heaven’s Courts are open, ready to record for eternity what is about to be said and done. All Creation is watching in eager expectation – knowing that its future, and its deliverance from frustration, hang in the balance. The guests of honor are all standing. The carefully chosen and lovingly groomed Bride-candidate – who suddenly looks a whole lot like you and me – is nervously approaching the canopy. The Bridegroom-King is smiling. Moshe, acting as the Friend of the Bridegroom in this scenario, has done his absolute best to prepare us for this moment. Just as four decades ago, at Sinai he was faithful to prepare, arrange, and set up the Tabernacle with all its furnishings and implements ‘as the Holy One had commanded’ [Exodus 40:16; Hebrews 3:2, 5], even so he has been careful, as he was writing down the inspired letters, words, and discourses of Sefer D’varim, to arrange those letters, words, and discourses to prepare the Bride-Candidate for this annual time of covenant renewal just ‘as the Holy One commanded’. Moshe has reminded us of both our extremely humble beginnings and our great and glorious calling. He has counseled us insightfully about past generations’ failures. He has shared with us great pearls of wisdom that he has gleaned from over a century of personal and social, and of course prophetic, experience. He has exalted the Bridegroom-King in our eyes.  He has reviewed with us the Holy One’s great resume, consisting not only of deeds of powerful deliverance, mesmerizing majesty, and brilliant creativity, but also deeds of tender lovingkindness, of steadfast covenant faithfulness, and of gentle, patient shepherding. He has explained in explicit detail to us both the great privileges and the tremendous responsibilities that come with the covenant he was sent to mediate. He has inspired us by explaining both the short-term and long-term elements of the Holy One’s Grand Plan for the Redemption of Mankind – starting with us as individuals and as a nation - and for the Restoration of Creation to its Intended Edenic state of beauty and fruitfulness – starting with the pastures, fields, orchards, and villages of Eretz Yisrael. He has comforted us – and he has warned us. He has laid out the options that lie before us – and the ramifications of each – very clearly. He has thoroughly explored the alternatives. He has explained the risks and benefits. He has boiled down our options as et-ha-chayim v'et-ha-tov - i.e. to ‘the life and the good’ - on the one hand, and et-ha-mavet v'et-ha-ra – i.e. to the death and the ‘evil’ - on the other. Deuteronomy 30:15. It is time for our response.  And so the Friend of the Bridegroom in Moshe cannot resist beginning the final aliyah of Nitzavim by saying:
Anochi metzaveicha hayom l'ahavah et-Adonai Eloheicha 
I enjoin you today to love the Holy One your God, 

[Deuteronomy 30:16a]
It took 120 years for Moshe to become a lover instead of a fighter.  He doesn’t want you and me to repeat that progression.  He wants us to be known as lovers, not as warriors – from the get go, and throughout the generations. 
Always, and Only, Do Whatever You Do 

For, Out of, Because of, and Unto Love of the Bridegroom-King!
Moshe wants us to know that, first and foremost, the commitment we are about to make to live by and for the Covenant has to be all about, and for the sake of, constrained by, and powered by, love. Love of the Holy One - not affinity for law and order. Love for the Bridegroom-King - not a narcissistic craving for identity, for purpose, for principle, for ideology, for comfortable religious form, for the sense of security that comes from social compact, or for the self-righteous thrill that accompanies an ideological or political agenda masquerading as ‘social justice’. We are called to do whatever we do out of one motivation - love for the God of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya’akov – not a desire to be able to claim either intellectual or moral supremacy over, or demand either respect or service from, other people or races. We are enjoined to choose the way of Torah for the love for the Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh of Moshe’s burning bush - not out of fear of perishing in the fires of Gehenna. We are called to enter the chuppah that Moshe has prepared because of love for the Author of History – not driven by any desire for any kind of personal happy-ending reward, either in this life or in Heaven. 
Moshe wants to know: are we in it for love?  How about it, Beloved?

But what does Moshe mean by ‘love’ of and for the Holy One? From a Torah standpoint, what does such a love look like in real time? Oh, Beloved . . . Moshe has told us that many, many times in Torah - if we were just paying attention. In the eyes of Moshe – and the Kingdom of Heaven - love looks like Avram pulling up stakes, forsaking all he knows, and going wherever and doing whatever the Holy One directs.  The love Moshe is talking about looks like Yitzchak, walking voluntarily, step by step, with his father up the steep ascent of Mount Moriyah. The kind of love that is supposed to motivate our participation in the Torah lifestyle looks like Ya’akov, bowing down humbly before, and giving gifts to, his lusty, bloodthirsty, self-obsessed and sentimentality-driven brother Esav. It looks like Yosef, rejecting the advances of Potifar’s wife for the sake of Heaven, tending to the needs of prisoners in the dungeon, and welcoming his estranged brothers and their families into his protection, feeding them, and even entrusting his dead body and his progeny to them forever. And it looks like Moshe, broken and contrite, interceding on his face for, and slowly learning not to be offended by and overreact to, a family of gossips [Numbers 12:1 ff] and a nation of rebels [Numbers 27:16-17; see also Deuteronomy 1:11].  Such a love – and nothing less - is what Moshe enjoins – because such a love is the kind and extent our Bridegroom-King deserves.
We are not called to be Torah terrorists; we are called to function as a wide-eyed, passionate, and lovesick bride. We are not called to act as a cold-hearted, judgmental, code enforcement unit. We are called to look at and relate to the messed up people and cultures of the world through our Bridegroom-King’s eyes and heart of understanding and concern, instead of through the serpent’s preferred lens of the knowledge of good and evil.  We are called to be all about – and willing students of the art of – love. This kind of love is not sentimental. It is not romantic. It is not self-indulgent. And it is not easy.  Indeed, though it should be the most natural thing in the world to love our Creator and Redeemer, it is not. It requires discipline. It involves self-denial. It flows in fits and starts.  It takes a lifetime – and a lot of failures and second, third, and fourth chances - to perfect.  Indeed, to love the Holy One our God is the greatest challenge our flesh, our mind, and our heart will ever face.  Early in this author’s walk with the Holy One, in the throes of a season of pain and failure flowing from a loss of friendships, youthful dreams, and innocence, a light shone suddenly from Heaven, and a moment of clarity came upon me.  That is when this poem – this author’s ‘broken Hallelujah’ – came flooding onto my tablet . . . accompanied by an ample supply of youthful tears: 
No, I don’t believe that loving You is easy.
For love requires artistry . . . and that requires time.

And time can hurt and injure you . . . and hurt cannot be easy.

So I will bear with injury . . . and my hurt will patience teach me

that in patience there is artistry – pure tone, and perfect rhyme.

No, I will not deceive myself that loving You is easy.

But I long to know Your artistry; so feel free to take Your time
.
See you on the long and winding road that leads to artistry, Dear Reader!
This is the Way; Walk in it!
Moshe also wants us to know that while in order for the Torah lifestyle to bear fruit in the world consistent with its lofty redemptive and restorative purpose, the Torah lifestyle absolutely must be rooted and grounded in, and motivated by, love for the Bridegroom-King, our responsibility does not by any means end with feelings of tender affection or even moments of intimate communion.  The natural outgrowth – indeed the sine qua non - of love for the Holy One is to stay actively engaged in continuous Kingdom-choreographed movement. In the Kingdom of Heaven, love can never stagnate. It cannot even stand still. The essence of and reason for the Torah lifestyle is walking with the Holy One as He brings tikkun to the dark places of the world in real time. This is the purpose of our love for the Holy One. The Covenant is not, therefore, to be characterized by sitting for hours in synagogues or churches, swooning over celebrity clergymen, singers, musicians, prophets, priests, or preachers. It is about engaging the people and nations, economies and cultures of the fallen world with effectual Kingdom Diplomacy – not about sitting in yeshivot, monasteries, or ministry headquarters debating theories, theology, nuances of doctrine, politics, ideology, or morality. 

After enjoining us once again to base everything we do upon our love for the Holy One our God, therefore, Moshe exhorts us that the focus of our lives, as we are learning artistry, is always to be:
Lalechet bidrachav 
to walk in His ways, 

v’lish’mor mitzvotav vechukotav umishpatav
and to sh’mar His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments . . . .
[Deuteronomy 30:16b]

Our Bridegroom, you see, is not a lonely heart seeking fellowship; He is, instead, a passionate King tirelessly engaged in the great, on-going Kingdom enterprise of fixing the world. Moment by moment, situation by situation, person by person, family by family, household by household, neighborhood by neighborhood, place by place, culture by culture, and generation by generation, tikkun is His sole passion, priority, and agenda. He is not sitting in Heaven waiting for us to judge the world – or even try to fix or win it to Him on our own.  He is not waiting for us to diagnose and tell Him what is wrong with people in the world.  He is not waiting upon our advice or counsel as to what needs to be done either in individual situations or in general. He is not waiting for us to come up with a program, a strategy, an institution, a board or directors, an exciting PR campaign, or a fundraising methodology.  He is always moving forward. He is always working all things together for good for those who [a] love Him (see above); and who are [b] called according to His Purpose. Romans 8:28. He is always engaging with His Creation. He is always invading the earth’s darkest places. He is always rescuing the perishing, binding up the broken-hearted, healing the sick, visiting the captives, declaring freedom to the prisoners, loving the unlovable, fathering the fatherless, helping the helpless, sheltering the homeless, inspiring the hopeless, and destroying the works of the adversary.  He is always on task, on target, and on the clock. If we are to partner with Him, we must stay up with Him, and keep inching closer to Him, ever learning from Him even as we are co-laboring with Him. We are to move when our Bridegroom-King moves, which involves learning to go wherever He goes, and in every situation or confrontation we encounter as we walk with Him, to limit our statements to whatever He is saying and limit our expressions, reactions, and behaviors to whatever is consistent with what He is trying to get done therein. Part of this will be intuitive and instinctual, arising out of our knowledge of Who He is and what He is doing; but most of our movement will not be intuitive at all. It will have to be instructed, taught, and directed. This will require us to both meditate on and aggressively engage with the Torah, and it will also require us to keep our ears tuned in to the sound of our Bridegroom-King’s Heartbeat, Breathing, Movement, and Voice. Our love for the Holy One cannot be allowed to grow cold, because that would be a sacrilege and a terrible testimony to the world to which we are called to model love; but emotion can never be allowed to take the place of real, measurable growth, maturation, choreographed Kingdom action, and constructive, intentional engagement with disadvantaged groups like the widow, the orphan, the foreigner, the poor, the outcast, the broken-hearted, the captive, the prisoner, and the prodigal. 
Let’s walk with the Holy One – what do you say? If, as, when, and to the extent we do, Moshe tells us that the result will be that:






      chayita veravita
you will live and expand in numbers and in influence;
 uverachecha Adonai Eloheicha ba'aretz

and the Holy One your God will bless you

asher-atah va-shamah lerishtah
in the land you are going in to possess.

What Could Go Wrong?

Moshe warns us, however, that if we do not base everything in love, and keep in step with the Holy One as He moves forward day by day with His Grand Plan of Redemption for Mankind and of Restoration for Creation, things will not turn out well for us or for the world we are sent to bless and beautify. He tells us very clearly:
But if . . . 

. . . if your heart turns away 
so that you do not sh’ma,

and if you allow yourself to be drawn away,

 and to worship other gods and serve them . . .

you will abad –i.e. serve them/be enslaved by them - indeed.
You will not prolong your days in the land 

that you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess.
[Deuteronomy 30:18]
Do not let your heart turn away from the Holy One!

Do not tune out His Voice, or disregard what He tells you to think, say, or do!

Do not let anything on this earth – or any priority, idea, ideal, program, or agenda of men - draw you away from your King and your mission!

Do not assign value – much less render honor, money, passion, or service to - the worthless, vain, empty things, concepts, ideas, ideals, philosophies, ideologies, political movements, theories, abstractions, and authorities the cultures around us consider precious! 

Do not play with such things. They will suck the life out of you – and take you out of the great Kingdom mission - if you indulge them. Stay focused on the King, His Voice, His Movements, and His agenda. Stay in communication with Him.  
The Moment of Choice

As the aliyah we studied yesterday was ending Moshe said something that should have stopped us in our tracks. He said:

Re'eh

Behold!

natati l'faneicha hayom et-ha-chayim v'et-hatov

Today I have set before you good and abundant life

v'et-ha-mavet v'et-ha-ra

and the substance of death and ‘evil’ . . . . 

[Deuteronomy 30:15]

Life and death? Good and ‘Evil’? Laid bare right before our eyes? Set before us as a lifestyle choice?  That is pretty serious stuff!  We cannot just ‘unsee’ it.  So what are we supposed to do with that kind of revelation?  How are we supposed to respond?  That is what today’s aliyah is all about, Dear Reader.

Today, you see, Moshe takes it one step further. He boldly declares: I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing. In the face of that kind of challenge, what does he expect us to do?  Moshe leaves no doubt about that: 
Bacharta b’chayim
Choose life in the superlative

L’ma'an tichyeh atah v’zar'acha

that both you and seed may live/flourish. 
What does life in the superlative level and to the ultimate intended degree look like?
The Ultimate Mitzvah of Torah – Bacharta B’Chayim

The Hebrew phrase bacharta b’chayim, which is found at the center of Deuteronomy 30:19, is usually translated into English as ‘choose life’.  But what we are being called upon to choose is not chai [life], but the superlative form of life – i.e. chayim. It is not just a continuation of existence [i.e. self-preservation, or ‘non-suicide’] Moshe wants us to choose, but the superlative form, the highest and best mode and method, the most abundant quality, and the most fulfilling direction and pathway of living to which Moshe wants to invite us.  Chayim, which Moshe calls upon us to choose at every crossroads of life, is the ultimate kind of life for which we as a species were designed. It is the Divinely energized and choreographed kind life the Holy One breathed into Adam [see Genesis 2:7]. It is the kind of life that flows from etz chayim – the tree of life [Genesis 2:9], as opposed to the diminished, transitory, and destructive kind of life that flows from ingestion of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  See Genesis 2:17.   It is the kind and quality of life that is referenced to by the Psalmist in Psalm 36:9 when he says to the Holy One - with You is makor chayim – the fountain of life.  It is, of course, also the kind of ‘life’ Yeshua spoke about as ‘life more abundantly’. John 10:10
; see also John 7:38 and Revelation 22:14
.  

What does the choosing chayim involve? Let’s let Moshe tell us:

L'ahavah et-Adonai Eloheicha 
That you may love the Holy One your God,
Lish’moa bekolo 

that you may sh’ma His voice,
ul’dovkah-vo  
 and that you may dabak [entwine yourself with and cling to] Him, 

ki hu chayeicha v'orech yameicha
for He is your life and the length of your days.

[Deuteronomy 30:20]

Moshe makes it clear that the choice of bacharta b’chayim is inextricably intertwined with three things: 1. loving the Holy One your God; 2. sh’ma-ing His voice, and 3. Clinging to/binding ourselves up in Him, because He is our life and the length of your days. Deuteronomy 30:20.  All three are critical components of the chayim lifestyle; and all three together lead inexorably to chayim.  Each choice we make in life will reflect these things in one way or another: 

1. Who is it that we love? 

2. Whose voice do we choose to sh’ma?
3. With whom are we becoming devakut -  intertwined and bound together as one heart, one mind, one soul?
The Chayim quality of life will not be forced upon anyone against his or her will. Neither is it something anyone can just stumble upon or into. It must be consciously sought – and then chosen over and over again at the critical crossroads of life. Most choose another way – a much different, lesser, way and quality of life. Most choose either no choreography at all [doing our ‘own thing’, and living ‘my way]; others choose the choreography of the serpent, or that dreamed up by their own fleshly inclinations cultural priorities, or some ideological, political, philosophical, and/or, religious value matrix.  Every day, every moment, at every interaction with other human beings or with Creation, we can either choose chayim – or some other way. At critical points in the progress of every relationship, we have this choice to make. As every thought presents itself to our minds, as every bodily appetite, urge, or drive tries to manifest in our flesh, and as every irritation, offense, or outrage presents itself to our eyes, ears, our skin receptors, or our emotions, we have this choice to make.  In the face of all these stimuli, we are to understand that there are two paths we can go by – and that we are being given a choice. If our King’s way is not chosen, for the sake of Who He is and His Grand Redemptive Plan - He receives no glory – and we settle for mediocrity at best, self-destruction and sphere of influence corruption at worst. 

At every crossroads, Moshe wants us to know that we can choose chayim – the way of superlative form, and quality of Divinely-choreographed and empowered abundant life as set out in the Torah, and epitomized in the life of Messiah, OR we can choose the way[s] suggested by our flesh, by our culture and its institutions, celebrities and talking heads; by the demands and prejudices of our ethnicity; by our personal tastes; and/or by our own framework of attitudes and opinions regarding what our uninformed minds see as ‘good’ vs. ‘evil’.  Between which of these alternatives –which of the two pathways - will it be for you today, Dear One? Do you dare to take on the ultimate and all-pervasive mitzvah of bacharta b’chayim? 
The Choice Is Ours!

And now, the Bridegroom-King is smiling – and holding out His Hand.  Will you take it?  Will you walk with Him the rest of your life – and into the World to Come? Will you go wherever He goes, eat whatever He gives you to eat, speak whatever words He calls upon you to speak, react only as He would react, and live as He models for you to live? 

What will you do, Beloved? The invitation is now issued. The choice is now ours. The Bridal march is playing. Angels and saints from every age are standing at attention and staring in wonder.  Heaven and Earth have been called as witnesses.  Moshe is pulling your hand toward the waiting Hand of the Bridegroom.  It is time to choose – and the only response that makes any sense is to b’charta b’chay’im! – i.e. choose life in its superlative form, and ultimate purpose.  It will not always be easy to walk the path of renewed Covenant with the Holy One, modeling righteousness and shalom to the peoples and nations of the world. But it most will definitely be worth it.  
And your answer is?

Questions Regarding Today’s Study

1. What three things did the Holy One say His chosen people needed to do to be allowed to live and multiply and be blessed in the Land of Promise?  [See verse 16]
2. What three things did the Holy One say would bring upon the People the ‘curses‘ of the Torah? [See verse 17]
3. In today’s final aliyah from the haftarot of consolation Yeshayahu [Isaiah] sums up the appropriate response of the people of the Holy One to the message the Holy One has been speaking over us for the past 7 weeks. The Holy One’s end-game message began seven weeks ago with the words ‘Nachamu, nachamu ami’ [Comfort, comfort My people . . .] Isaiah 40:1.  The purpose of these 7 special haftarot has been to assure us of the Holy One’s continuing faithfulness even in the aftermath of the devastations wrought on us throughout the centuries on the ninth day of Av – the day on which both Temples were destroyed and Jerusalem overrun, a little over 600 years apart to the day, and the day on which we were forcibly expelled from England in the thirteenth century and from Spain in the 15th century (amid other tragedies).  
What should be our testimony to the world in light of the comfort/consolation of our Bridegroom-King regarding the end of days. Yeshayahu tells us:
I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Holy One
and the praises of the Holy One,
according to all that the Holy One has bestowed on us,
and the great goodness toward the house of Israel,
that He has bestowed on them according to His mercies,
according to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses.
For He said, “Surely they are My people, children who will not deceive.”
So He became lahem b’Moshiah [for them a deliverer].
In all their affliction He was afflicted,
and the Angel of His Presence saved them;
In His love and in His pity He redeemed them;
And He bore them and carried them all the days of old.
[Isaiah 63:7-9]


[A] In light of this, is there any place in our lives for complaining?


[B] in light of this, is there any place in our lives for feeling like – or declaring ourselves to be - victims of oppression?  

[C] In light of this, is there any place in our lives for worrying or panicking about the Anti-Messiah, the One World Order, the conspiracies of men, or either the corruption or the cruelty of governments?
4. In Colossians 3:22-25 Shaul of Tarsus discusses what is to be the motivation for – and the extent of the enthusiasm and passion we put into - everything we do.  

Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance;

 for you serve Messiah the Lord.

[Colossians 3:23-24]

[A] What do you think it really means to all things ‘heartily’ in the sense Shaul employs that phrase?

[B] What does it mean to do whatever we do ‘as to the Lord’, as opposed to for an audience of men? 

May you and every member of your household choose life!
The Rabbi’s son

Meditation for Today’s Study
Ezekiel 33:12-16

Therefore you, O son of man, say to the children of your people: 

‘The righteousness of the righteous man 

will not deliver him in the day of his transgression;

 as for the wickedness of the wicked, he will not fall because of it 

in the day that he turns from his wickedness;

 nor will the righteous be able to live 

because of his righteousness in the day that he sins.

When I say to the righteous that he will surely live, 

but he trusts in his own righteousness and commits iniquity, 

none of his righteous works will be remembered; 

but because of the iniquity that he has committed, he will die.

Again, when I say to the wicked, ‘You will surely die,’

 if he turns from his sin and does what is lawful and right,

if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has stolen, 

and walks in the statutes of life without committing iniquity, 

he will surely live; he will not die,

None of his sins that he has committed will be remembered against him; 

he has done what is lawful and right; he will surely live. 
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� In John 10:10b, Yeshua declares: I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.


� In Revelation 22:14, Yochanan [i.e. ‘John’] the Revelator hears the ascended, glorified Messiah declare:  Blessed are those who do His commandments; they have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.  
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